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Break the “Critical Safety Season” Trends 

 
s we approach the end of the year, maintaining a strong focus on safety becomes 
increasingly important. This period often brings heightened fatigue and reflection—
whether from a sense of accomplishment or disappointment in unmet personal and 

professional goals—which can impact attention and decision-making. 
 
During the ASPASA Quarter 3 meeting, we invited two industry representatives along with the 
Minerals Council South Africa (DMPR statistics) to present current incident trends. Based on this 
data, we identified the top five hazard categories affecting small surface mines. These categories now 
form the foundation of our Safety Critical Season campaign, aimed at reinforcing awareness and 
proactive risk management during this crucial time. 

1. Hazardous energy 

                           

Lockoout of energy sources – electrical and mechanical fatalaties have been observed in indistry statistics 
and it relates to the ISHE Audit finingss of lockout process not followed to the end. Specifically starting the 
plant without signing the lockout register. Maintaining safewty devices sucj as guards remains a key 
component of injury prevention. 
 

2. Slips and trips 
 

 
 

Under the general category there are a high number of injuries related to tripping and falling. We work in 
environments with uneven surfaces and multiple stairways. 
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3. Contractors 

 
Contractors must form part of the safety culture of the mine they operate in, the mine must ensure they adhere 
to the safety system requirements and enforce the standards. Contractors are often left to enter without any 
controls or checks in place. 

4. TMM 

           
 

TMM related accidents use to be the reason for the high fatality rate in industry, but after proper risk 
assessments and traffic management implementation this has reduced significantly. It is a hazard and risk 
we can not ignore and needs constant focus to prevent unwanted events. 

5. Mental Health 

 

Every person has issues to deal with in life, but sometimes things get too much, and our mind is not at the 
task at hand.  This is when mistakes happen that could lead to negative consequences 
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Maintiain all equip[ment and safety devices to ensure it is operable to prevent injury and 

accidents 
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TMM management 

 

To prevent TMM related incidents: 
1. Basic housekeeping on the haul roads and hard parks 
2. Planned task observations on adhearing to traffic management flows 
3. Planned task obsservations on TMM operators following the correct opeating rules 
4. Review procedures to determine relevance 
5. Annual medicals and chronic illness management of every person working on the mine 
6. Constant awareness of the TMM rules 
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Slips and trips prevention 
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Mental Health management 
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Contractor Management

 


